the strength of his cavalry alone was estimated at two thousand. I had formerly
experienced their utility in the war with the Seneasses, in which they were success-
fully employed, and liberally rewarded. The demand was formally made both in
a letter from myself, and in person by the Resident, Mr. Fowke, in the easy and
indefinite terms mentioned above. His answers were evasive, pleading ( as I re-
collect, for I am not in possession of them) scantiness of the establishment, its
employment in enforcing the collections, and the danger of these failing, if the
detachment were withdrawn. At length a more peremptory order was sent to
him, and repeated by the present Resident, Mr. Markham. The number requir-
ed was 2000, and afterwards reduced to the demand of 1500, and lastly to 1000,
but with no more success. He offered 250, but furnished none.

THESE instances of contumacy and disobedience, criminal as they were in them-
selves, and aggravated by the extreme and known distresses and clangers of the su-
perior state, to which he owed not only personal fealty, but every voluntary aid
which all the resources of his Zemeedary could contribute, appeared to me of less
consideration as such, than as they were evidences of a deliberate and systematic
conduct, aiming at the total subversion of the authority of the Company, and the
erection of his own independency on its ruins. This had been long and generally
imputed to him. It was reported that he had inherited a vast mass of wealth from
his father Bulwant Sing, which he had secured in the two strong fortresses of
Bidjeygur and Lutteefpoor, and made yearly additions to it; that he kept up a large
military establishment both of cavalry, of disciplined and irregular infantry, and
of artillery; that he had the above, and many other fortresses of strong construc-
tion, and in good repair, and constantly well stored and garrisoned; that his Au-
mils and Tenants were encouraged and habituated to treat English passengers with
inhospitality, and with enmity; that he maintained a correspondence with the
Marattahs, and other Powers who either were, or might eventually become, the
enemies of our state; and if the disaffected Zemeedars of Fyzabad and Behar were
not included in the report, which I do not recollect, we have had woful proof that
there was equal room to have suspected the like intercourse between them; and
lastly, that he was collecting or had prepared, every provision for open revolt,
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